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Secondary 
English & 
literacy 

Courses 
2017-18 

The North Yorkshire English Advisory Team are 
experienced specialists in the delivery of training and 
consultancy, with invaluable depth and breadth of 
experience as innovative and outstanding classroom 
practitioners and as subject and senior leaders in 
schools. We have a local, national and international 
reputation for high quality training. We have also 
published books, articles and resources for teachers  
and pupils. 

Through our work with schools across North Yorkshire 
and in other Local Authorities, we have gained a thorough 
knowledge and understanding of the wide variety of 
approaches to the teaching of English and literacy. We 
are trusted and our consistent, objective advice and 
training is welcomed by the many schools we work with.  

We work with schools, TSAs, local and national providers 
such as the British Film Institute, IntoFilm, the National 
Association for the Teaching of English, the International 
Schools Association and UCL Institute of Education to 
ensure that English teaching across North Yorkshire is at 
the cutting edge of innovation and informed research. 

Full day £130 / Half day £65 
Discounts for North Yorkshire SLA schools 
smartsolutions@northyorks.gov.uk  01609 533222 
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Subject leaders network - Autumn 
The network for secondary English subject leaders 

 Work with other subject 
leaders 

 Stay up to date with 
developments 

 Develop professionally 
as a subject leader 

This is the Autumn meeting of the Secondary 
phase English Subject Leader strategic 
network, facilitated by North Yorkshire 
Education and Skills to enhance mutual 
understanding, and further develop a 
community of practice. Each meeting includes 
essential updates, an invaluable chance to 
meet and to talk with other subject leaders 
and high quality training in aspects of the role 
and in the development of teaching and 
learning and curriculum. 

9.30am – 3.30pm 

Pavilions of Harrogate 
10th October 2017 
ES-1017-T021 

 

Subject leaders network - Spring 
The network for secondary English subject leaders 

 Work with other subject 
leaders 

 Stay up to date with 
developments 

 Develop professionally 
as a subject leader 

This is the Spring meeting of the Secondary 
phase English Subject Leader strategic 
network, facilitated by North Yorkshire 
Education and Skills to enhance mutual 
understanding, and further develop a 
community of practice. Each meeting includes 
essential updates, an invaluable chance to 
meet and to talk with other subject leaders 
and high quality training in aspects of the role 
and in the development of teaching and 
learning and curriculum. 

9.30am – 3.30pm 

Pavilions of Harrogate 
8th February 2017 
ES-0218-T015 

 

Subject leaders network - Summer 
The network for secondary English subject leaders 

 Work with other subject 
leaders 

 Stay up to date with 
developments 

 Develop professionally 
as a subject leader 

This is the Summer meeting of the secondary 
phase English Subject Leader strategic 
network, facilitated by North Yorkshire 
Education and Skills to enhance mutual 
understanding, and further develop a 
community of practice. Each meeting includes 
essential updates, an invaluable chance to 
meet and to talk with other subject leaders 
and high quality training in aspects of the role 
and in the development of teaching and 
learning and curriculum. 

9.30am – 3.30pm 

Pavilions of Harrogate 
4th July 2017 
ES-0718-T008 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……. 
 English and literacy: excellence and innovation 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……. 
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Building an outstanding reading school: meeting the 
challenges of the National Curriculum 
How to make reading enjoyable and successful for staff, pupils and the wider community. 
Although of particular interest to primary schools, this is a cross-phase conference which will 
benefit secondary colleagues seeking to develop practice around reading. 

 Raise attainment in 
reading for all pupils 

 Build a strong reading 
culture 

 Take away practical 
ideas and strategies to 
implement in school  

This session offers head teachers, senior 
leaders, English subject leaders, Governors 
and all interested teachers a full day of 
professional development, on outstanding 
reading schools, the challenges and 
opportunities of reading in the National 
Curriculum, and effective strategies for 
creating lifelong readers. 

The day will address: 

 How to make a significant impact in 
reading attainment and reading for 
enjoyment  

 The role of the physical environment in 
teaching children to be readers  

 Making use of every opportunity the 
curriculum offers to teach children to 
become life-long readers  

 How to develop the reading community, 
harnessing the enthusiasm of parents 
and involving the community to raise the 
profile of reading  
 

Sponsored by Oxford University Press.  

James Clements is an independent English 
adviser, supporting schools and local 
authorities across the country to develop the 
teaching of reading, writing and drama. He is 
the creative director of 'Shakespeare and 
More' and is also the director of education at 
an academy trust in London. James has been 
a teacher and senior leader at an outstanding 
inner city primary school and was a local 
authority Lead Teacher, leading training and 
supporting teaching and learning across a 
network of schools. James was consulted on 
the 2014 National Curriculum for English and 
is part of the DfE’s English Expert Subject 
Group. 

9.30am – 3.30pm 

Lakeside 
Conference Centre, 
Sand Hutton, York 
28th November 
ES-1117-T022 
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Teaching English as a non-specialist 
Intensive training for non-specialists teaching English 

 Gain expertise in the 
essentials of teaching 
English 

 Develop confidence 

 Know how to challenge 
and engage students 

This two day course offers intensive training 
for teachers of other subjects taking on some 
English at Key Stage 3. The course focuses on 
carefully chosen essentials, which will give 
non-specialists confidence that they can 
challenge and develop students in English. 
Between the two days, delegates will work on 
specific aspects of practice, supported by an 
in-school coach.  

The course will cover: 

 What is distinctive about successful 
English lessons 

 Approaching texts: the essentials 
 Teaching writing: the essentials 
 Ensuring challenge in English: modelling, 

questioning and feedback 
 Feedback for impact in English 
 Where to find ideas, resources and 

support 

9.30am – 3.30pm 

Pavilions of Harrogate 
4th October & 
20th October 2017 
ES-1017-T038 

Strategic leadership of literacy across the curriculum  
Essential insights, theory and practice for secondary leaders with strategic responsibility for 
whole school literacy  

 Raise attainment across 
the curriculum 

 Develop leadership 
capacity and expertise 

 Learn from other schools 
and contexts 

This course is aimed at secondary school 
senior and middle leaders with responsibility 
coordinating and leading the development of 
effective literacy practice across the 
secondary curriculum. Rooted in evidence of 
what works, it will offer a range of practical 
approaches to raising attainment by 
improving reading, writing and talk in all 
subjects. 

The course will cover: 

 Language for learning: theory and 
practice 

 Approaches to CPD  
 Developing workable policies 
 Subject by subject improvement 
 Developing a whole-school reading 

culture  
 Strategies for making improvement 

happen 
 Pitfalls and opportunity-costs 
 Further reading, research and support 

9.30am – 3.30pm 

Pavilions of Harrogate 
23rd January 2018 
ES-0118-T041 
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TA training: secondary English & literacy 
Effective support in English & literacy across the curriculum, for teaching assistants 

 Develop expertise in the 
support of students’ 
reading and writing 

 Take practical and 
innovative ideas and 
resources back into 
school 

 Raise standards of 
literacy across the 
curriculum 

This very practical course is aimed at both 
new and experienced teaching assistants who 
wish to become more expert at supporting 
students’ learning in English and in literacy 
generally. The course will include the essential 
subject knowledge, teaching skills and 
classroom approaches to be truly effective in 
the role. The course will cover: 

 Working in class to support literacy 
 Working with students one-to-one on 

reading 
 Building students’ confidence and skill as 

readers 
 Supporting students’ development as 

writers 
 Developing children’s talk through 

effective questioning 

9.30am – 3.30pm 

Pavilions of Harrogate 
22nd February 2018 
ES-0218-T043 

Feedback for impact in English 
A practical exploration of the role of feedback at the heart of effective English teaching 

 Evaluate the 
effectiveness of different 
approaches 

 Create a culture of 
reflection in the 
classroom 

 Secure better progress 

This very practical course will explore the 
principles and the practice of effective 
marking and feedback, and its importance to 
ensuring rapid progress in English. 

The course will cover: 

 Assessing the evidence 
 Ensuring impact: the principles of 

effective feedback in the classroom 
 Folding feedback into learning 
 Making editing and redrafting work 
 Keeping workload in balance: making 

‘marking’ efficient 

1.30pm - 5.00pm 

18th January 2018 

Venue and code to be 
confirmed 

  



 
Page 5                                                                                                               Primary English & Literacy Courses  2017-18 

Grammar for Key Stages 3 and 4 
Essential subject knowledge and highly effective and engaging ways to raise standards in 
reading and writing 

 Improve students’ writing 
and reading  

 Build successfully on 
students’ explicit 
knowledge of grammar 
from Key Stage 2 

 Ensure high levels of 
challenge at Key Stage 3 

Children are increasingly arriving in Year 7 
steeped in grammatical terms and concepts 
which are often suddenly absent from their 
English lessons. Some secondary English 
teachers are not confident in their own subject 
knowledge; many don’t see the value of 
building on content which will not be directly 
assessed. However, others are seeing this as 
an opportunity to enhance their teaching of 
reading and writing in powerful ways. 

This successful course will suggest a range of 
accessible and immediately practical ways to 
bring explicit knowledge about grammar into 
textual analysis and into the scaffolding of 
students’ writing. It will show how formal terms 
and concepts can provide useful routes to 
understanding, when children are reading 
texts or composing and editing their own. It will 
also show how such approaches can be 
creative and exciting – not dry and routine. 

The course will include: 

 an update on the changes to the 
curriculum at Key Stage 2 

 essential subject knowledge for 
secondary English teachers 

 creative and effective ways to use explicit 
knowledge of grammar to enhance 
textual analysis and to improve writing 

9.30am – 3.30pm 

25th June 2018 
Pavilions of Harrogate 
ES-0618-T037 
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Secondary NQT Professional Development Days  
A two day course for teachers of all subjects: highly practical sessions on crucial aspects 
of teaching as an NQT, balancing expert input with a chance to share professional 
experiences and perspectives, and mixing reflection on theory with the development of 
useful practice. 

For NQTs: 

 A chance to step back 
from the immediate 
pressures of school and 
to reenergise their 
teaching 

 High quality CPD on 
essential aspects of 
teaching and learning 

 A chance to network with 
other NQTs in the county 

 Online follow-up support 

For schools:  

 An effective way to 
develop their beginning 
teachers, and to 
enhance their NQT 
induction programme 

 An injection of new 
practice and expertise 
for the school 

 Valuable staff contact 
with a wider professional 
community 

The two days will include a series of practical 
workshops. There will also be a ‘gap-task’ 
between the two days, and follow-up online 
support. Sessions will include: 

Myths and realities: sharing perspectives on 
the first year in post; keeping the real 
purposes of classrooms and teaching in sight 

Ensuring challenge: building a culture of high 
expectations and getting the best from 
students 

Marking and feedback: practical strategies for 
making marking and feedback both effective 
and manageable 

Language for learning: a range of very 
practical tools for keeping students 
challenged and for improving reading and 
writing across the curriculum 

Talk for learning: the challenges and 
opportunities of group and pair work; practical 
strategies for making teacher questioning as 
effective as possible 

Developing professionally: the principles and 
challenges of ongoing professional 
development 

9.30am – 3.30pm 

Two days 

Pavilions of Harrogate 
26th January & 27th 
February 2018 
ES-0118-T040 

 

 


